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 BOROUGH OF SOMERVILLE 
                                         COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

 
Monday, July 15, 2013 
7:00 P.M. 
LOCATION: COUNCIL CHAMBERS – POLICE HEADQUARTERS 
24 SOUTH BRIDGE STREET, SOMERVILLE, NJ 08876 
 

 
 

1. Roll Call 
 

2. Salute to the Flag 
  

3. Approval of Minutes 
a. July 1, 2013 

 
4. Departmental Reports & Important Notices 

a. 2nd Quarter Fire Official’s Report 
 

5. Discussion items 
 

a. Redevelopment 
b. Capital Phase 2- Final amendments 

 
6. Committee Reports 

 
7. Meeting Open to the Public 
 
8. CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 

(Resolutions 13-0715-196 thru 13-0715- 202) 
 
13-0715-196 AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO ISSUE FUNDS FROM 

ESCROW ACCOUNT – PARKVIEW AT SOMERVILLE LLC 
 

13-0715-197 AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO ISSUE FUNDS FROM 
ESCROW ACCOUNT – JSM LANDMARK 

 
13-0715-198 AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO ISSUE FUNDS FROM 

ESCROW ACCOUNT – VMD Associates LLC 

13-0715-199 AUTHORIZING A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH THE SOMERSET 
MEDICAL CENTER TO PRESERVE THE DR. MARY GASTON PORTRAIT 
FOMERLLY LOCATED IN THE SOMERVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

13-0715-200 AUTHORIZING A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH THE ZIMMERLI ART 
MUSEUM TO PRESERVE THE KLEIN FAMILY PORTRAIT FORMERLY LOCATED 
IN THE SOMERVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

13-0715-201 AUTHORIZING A PROMOTIONAL INFLATED DUCK TO BE UTILIZED ON 
DIVISION STREET ON CERTAIN FRIDAY’S DURING THE HOURS OF 5:00 P.M. 
TO 9 P.M. TO PROMOTE THE RARITAN RIVER DUCK RACES AND SUPPORTING 
THEIR FUNDRAISING EFFORTS 

13-0715-202 AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR 
PRELIMINARY COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES FOR A 
POTENTIAL CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 

 
 

9. BILLS AND VOUCHERS 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
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The second regular Borough Council meeting for the month of July 2013  was convened on 
Monday, July 15, 2013 at 7:00 pm prevailing time in Borough Council Chambers 24 South Bridge  

Street, Somerville, New Jersey.    

 
Upon call of the roll, the following Borough Council members were present: Mayor Brian Gallagher, 

presiding, Councilman Philip Decker, Council President Jane Kobuta, Councilman Thompson Mitchell, 
Councilwoman Amanda O’Neill, Councilman Dennis Sullivan and Councilman Robert Wilson.   

 
Also present were Borough Clerk-Administrator Kevin Sluka and Borough Attorney Jeremy 

Solomon.  
 

 The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance.   
 

     The minutes of the July 1, 2013 Borough Council meeting were presented in writing for approval. 
 
 Councilwoman O’Neill made a motion and was seconded by Councilwoman Kobuta   
to approve the aforementioned minutes.  
 
      Carried unanimously  
 
      Councilman Sullivan abstained from the minutes  
 
  
Discussion: 
 
 2013 Capital Budget Phase 2: 
 
 Councilman Mitchell outlined the second phase of the 2013 capital budget detailing the $345,000 in 
bonding projects.  
 
  $10,000   Security cameras for Borough Hall and DPW 
  $20,000   Public facility improvements 
  $20,000   Walck/Lepp Park Pools  
  $90,000   Parks Spray feature for playgrounds  
  $100,000 Post Street reconstruction 
  $ 25,000  Miscellaneous roadway reconstruction  
  $   5,000   Division Street resealing  
  $100,000 Redevelopment costs  
 
 The total for the year in capital improvements will be $890,000 in expenditures.  
 
 The consensous of the Council was to move forward with introduction of this Ordinance at the next 
Borough Council Meeting.  
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
 Councilman Mitchell reported that the Environmental Commission would like to form an ad-hoc 
committee meet with the DSA to discuss the street trees on Main Street.  
 
 Mayor Gallagher commented that there was a review and recommendation by the Planning Board 
as to the trees on Main Street.  He asked that the Environmental Committee meet with the Borough Planner 
to be updated on this issue.  This does not have to be a formal committee to review these trees.  
 
 Councilman Mitchell commented on the plantings outside of the library which need to be removed.   
He would like to see these plantings offered to the public for replanting. 
 
 Clerk-Administrator Sluka commented that he would coordinate the removal of these plantings for 
those residents who would like them.   This is an active construction area so we need to exercise caution as 
to the actual removal. 
 
 Mayor Gallagher asked to confirm that there are no legal restrictions on the removal and donation of 
these plantings.  
 
 There was also a discussion of the relocation of some paintings from the Library during the 
renovations.   There were two paintings; one was being relocated to Somerset Medical Center and the other 
to the Zimerielli Museum in New Brunswick, NJ.  
 
 Councilman Mitchell commented that he is concerned that the paintings were removed and 
relocated not following the policy for Borough property.  
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 Mayor Gallagher commented that the paintings have not been disposed of but have been 
temporarily relocated.  These paintings were never paid attention to over the years and as a result of the 
reconstruction of the library, there needed to be a location to temporarily.  These paintings are Borough 
property and when we want them back they will come back to the Borough. He feels that both the paintings 
are in safe hands during this transition.  
 
 Mayor Gallagher opened the meeting to the public on comments on this particular issue. 
 
 Marge Sullivan, Historic Advisory Committee, commented that none of the members of the advisory 
committee was not aware of these paintings being relocated until the resolutions were presented this 
evening.   She would like to see better communication and committees working together in the future.     
She also asked that the name of the paintings be changed in the resolution to reflect the correct name.  
 
 David Hardgrove, Historic Advisory Committee commented that as a Library archives he is familiar 
with these situations.  He would like to ensure that the resolution states that these are on loan.    
 
 Committee reports continued: 
 
 Councilman Wilson commented that he is in agreement with Mayor Gallagher that after this 
renovation project is completed he would like to see Ville TV do a documentary on these paintings.  
 
 Councilman Decker commented that Ridewise is offering door to door transportation program for 
seniors and the disabled for a nominal cost. They can be contacted at (908) 704-1011. 
 
 Councilman Decker commented that Hurricane Season is underway through October and to ensure 
that you are prepared.  
 
 Councilman Decker commented that the Somerset Medical Center merger with Robert Wood 
Johnson is moved along.  
 
 Councilman Decker commented that there have been speeding issues in the Southside of town that 
have been addressed.  
 
 Councilman Decker reminded everyone that National Night Out will take place on Tuesday, August 
6, 2013 from 6:00pm to 9:00pm at the Exchange Field.  
 
 Councilwoman O’Neill reported that both Borough swimming pools are open for the summer.  
 
 Councilwoman O’Neill reported that there will be an upcoming Skin Cancer screening program on 
July 28, 2013 at Duke Island Park.  
 
 Councilwoman Kobuta commented on the upcoming DSA events which included the; Farmers 
Market on Thursdays, Somerville Movie Night Cinema on Division Street on Wednesday nights,  Concerts 
on Division Street on Thursday nights.  She also commented on a local theatre group which will be doing a 
play on Division Street at the end of July.  
 
    
Meeting Open to the Public: 
 

At this time, Mayor Gallagher opened the meeting to comments from the public.    
 
George Stafford, Outreach Director of the NJ Highlands Coalition.  Mr. Stafford commented that the 

group was instrumental in getting the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act passed in 2004.  The 
group feels that there is strong pressure to make changes to this program.   The idea of the act was to 
ensure that any changes that take place in the highlands do not affect water storm runoff in lower areas.  
 

He has been traveling throughout North and Central Jersey presenting to Mayors and Council to see 
their support in the form of a resolution.  

 
Mayor Gallagher asked that information be left with the Clerk-Administrator for distribution and 

review by the Borough Council.  
 
There were no further comments and the public session was closed.  
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Consent Resolutions: 

 
RESOLUTION 13-0715-196 

 
AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO ISSUE FUNDS FROM ESCROW ACCOUNT – 

PARKVIEW AT SOMERVILLE LLC 
 
WHEREAS, the Land Use and Development Ordinance of the Borough of Somerville requires a 
performance guarantee deposit be made for various projects, and 
 
WHEREAS, a deposit was received from Parkview at Somerville LLC and deposited into our Developers 
Escrow Account, and 
 
WHEREAS, Colin Driver has confirmed that $43.75 be paid to Driver Associates, LLC for Redevelopment 
(June 2013) and $1,448.29 be paid to DeCotiis, FitzPatrick & Cole, LLP (May 2013 )for services rendered. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Finance Officer be instructed to issue a check in the 
amount listed above from the balance of the escrow deposit on file for Parkview LLC #7762624984. 
 

 
RESOLUTION 13-0715-197 

 
AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO ISSUE FUNDS FROM ESCROW ACCOUNT – JSM 

LANDMARK 
 
WHEREAS, the Land Use and Development Ordinance of the Borough of Somerville requires a 
performance guarantee deposit be made for various projects, and 
 
WHEREAS, a deposit was received from JSM Landmark and deposited into our Developers Escrow 
Account, and 
 
WHEREAS, Colin Driver has confirmed that $1,268.75 be paid to Driver Associates, LLC for Redevlopment 
(June 2013) and $307.57 be paid to DeCotis, FitzPatrick & Cole, LLP (May 2013) for services rendered. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Finance Officer be instructed to issue a check in the 
amount listed above from the balance of the escrow deposit on file for JSM Landmark # 7760805585. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 13-0715-198 
 

AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO ISSUE FUNDS FROM ESCROW ACCOUNT – VMD 
Associates LLC 

 
WHEREAS, the Land Use and Development Ordinance of the Borough of Somerville requires a 
performance guarantee deposit be made for various projects, and 
 
WHEREAS, a deposit was received from VMD Associates LLC and deposited into our Developers Escrow 
Account, and 
 
WHEREAS, Colin Driver has confirmed that $1,050.00 be paid to Driver Associates LLC for Redevelopment 
(June 2013) and $473.82 be paid to DeCotis, FitzPatrick & Cole L.L.P. (May 2013) for services rendered. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Finance Officer be instructed to issue a check in the 
amount listed above from the balance of the escrow deposit on file for VMD Associates LLC # 7762624976. 
 

 

RESOLUTION 13-0715-201 

AUTHORIZING A PROMOTIONAL INFLATED DUCK TO BE UTILIZED ON DIVISION STREET ON 
CERTAIN FRIDAY’S DURING THE HOURS OF 5:00 P.M. TO 9 P.M. TO PROMOTE THE RARITAN 

RIVER DUCK RACES AND SUPPORTING THEIR FUNDRAISING EFFORTS 

WHEREAS, the Raritan River Duck Races are held on September 29, 2013 in Raritan Borough; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville supports the fundraising efforts made by the Raritan River Duck 

Races; and 
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WHEREAS, the Race Organizers have an inflatable duck that is used for the promotion of the event; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville authorizes the inflatable duck to be displayed on Division Street 

during certain Friday nights contingent upon inspection of the inflatable duck as it relates to size and noise 

controls: 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville hereby 

authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Council hereby approve the installation of the inflatable duck on 

Division Street on certain Friday Night’s determined by the Borough Administrator during the months of July 

and August 2013 

 

RESOLUTION 13-0715-202 

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR PRELIMINARY COSTS 
ASSOCIATED WITH ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES FOR A POTENTIAL CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION 

PROJECT 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville hereby acknowledges the requirement of preliminary costs to 

determine the scope and cost of a proposed undertaking; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville agree that the cost are for architectural and engineering services 

and for related studies to establish the feasibility of building a new fire house on West High Street; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville recognizes that the preliminary costs are for a project that shall be 

for a capital project in which bonds may under Chapter 2 of Title 40A: 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville hereby 

authorizes the use of funds in the amount not to exceed ($5,000) five thousand dollars and the Chief 

Financial officer is authorized to setup a “Reserve for Preliminary Expenses out of the Capital Improvement 

fund of the General Capital Fund. 

 
 

Councilwoman Kobuta made a motion and was seconded by Councilman Wilson to approve the 
aforementioned consent resolution.  The motion was approved by the following vote: 

 
 

Ayes: Councilman Decker, Councilwoman Kobuta, 
Councilman Mitchell, Councilwoman O’Neill,  
Councilman Sullivan, Councilman Wilson  
 

    Nays:  None  
 
  

RESOLUTION 13-0715-203 

APPROVING THE USE OF PUBLIC SPACE TO CONDUCT A TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY FOR THE 
COALITION FOR ANIMALS 

WHEREAS, the Coalition of Animals desires to use public space for a tree lighting ceremony; and 

WHEREAS, staff for the Borough of Somerville shall coordinate the location, logistics and time for the event; 

and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville hereby 

authorizes the Coalition of Animals to utilize public space to conduct a tree lighting ceremony to honor pets 

and animals and further authorizes staff coordinate the location, logistics and time of the event. 

The resolution was tabled pending additional information.  
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RESOLUTION 13-0715-199 

AUTHORIZING A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH THE SOMERSET MEDICAL CENTER TO 
PRESERVE THE DR. MARY GASTON PORTRAIT FOMERLLY LOCATED IN THE SOMERVILLE PUBLIC 

LIBRARY 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville and the Somerville Public Library are working to ensure the 

preservation of assets; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville and the Somerville Library Board of Directors have embarked on a 

cooperative construction project to renovate the municipally owned structure which houses the Somerville 

Public Library located at 35 West End Avenue, Somerville, New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville identified several portraits located in the Somerville Library Building 

located at 35 West End Avenue, Somerville, New Jersey. 08876 it seeks to preserve and ensure its safety; 

and 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of both the Borough of Somerville and the Somerville Public Library to preserve 

the portraits and ensure that these assets are maintained; and 

WHEREAS, borough staff have been able to identify competent custodians of these portraits for an 

undetermined amount of time; and 

WHEREAS, the Somerset Medical Center has agreed to maintain and hang the portrait of Dr. Mary Gaston 

in order to honor her legacy for an undetermined amount of time in accordance with the terms of the 

Memorandum of Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the Somerset Medical Center has agreed to maintain and hang the portrait of Dr. Mary Gaston 

in order to honor her legacy for an undetermined amount of time in accordance with the terms of the 

Memorandum of Agreement; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville hereby 

authorizes the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to execute a Memorandum of Understanding with the Somerset 

Medical Center for the preservation of the Dr. Mary Gaston portrait. 

Adopted by Borough Council on July 15, 2013 
 

RESOLUTION 13-0715-200 

AUTHORIZING A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH THE ZIMMERLI ART MUSEUM TO 
PRESERVE THE KLEIN FAMILY PORTRAIT FORMERLY LOCATED IN THE SOMERVILLE PUBLIC 

LIBRARY 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville and the Somerville Public Library are working to ensure the 

preservation of assets; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville and the Somerville Library Board of Directors have embarked on a 

cooperative construction project to renovate the municipally owned structure which houses the Somerville 

Public Library located at 35 West End Avenue, Somerville, New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville identified several portraits located in the Somerville Library Building 

located at 35 West End Avenue, Somerville, New Jersey. 08876 it seeks to preserve and ensure its safety; 

and 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of both the Borough of Somerville and the Somerville Public Library to preserve 

the portraits and ensure that these assets are maintained; and 

WHEREAS, borough staff have been able to identify competent custodians of the portraits for an 

undetermined amount of time; and 

WHEREAS, the Zimmerli Art Museum has agreed to maintain the portrait of the Klein Children for an 

undetermined amount of time in accordance with the terms of the Memorandum of Agreement; and 
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WHEREAS, the parties agree to work together to ensure that the portrait of the Klein Children is maintained 

and secured; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville hereby 

authorizes the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to execute a Memorandum of Understanding with the Zimmerli 

Art Museum for the preservation of the Klein Children portrait. 

 
Councilwoman Kobuta made a motion and was seconded by Councilwoman O’Neill to approve the 

aforementioned resolutions: 
 
Councilman Sullivan commented that he is concerned with the process which is taking place this 

evening.  He has not seen a memorandum of understanding which outlines the details of this temporary 
loan.   He will support the resolution however he would like to see the process corrected.  

 
The motion was approved by the following vote:  

 
 

Ayes: Councilman Decker, Councilwoman Kobuta, 
Councilman Mitchell, Councilwoman O’Neill,  
Councilman Sullivan, Councilman Wilson  
 

    Nays:  None  
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        The following vouchers were presented for approval: 
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 There is an additional walk-on voucher for 13-00190 $6,300.00  
 
 The total vouchers to be paid are $ 799,207.85 

 
Councilman Mitchell made a motion and was seconded by Councilwoman Kobuta to approve 

the aforementioned vouchers. 
 
 
 The motion was approved by the following vote:  

 
Ayes: Councilman Decker, Councilwoman Kobuta, 

Councilman Mitchell, Councilwoman O’Neill,  
Councilman Sullivan, Councilman Wilson,  
 

    Nays:  None  
 
  There being no further business to come before the Borough Council, Councilman Sullivan    
made a motion and was seconded by Councilwoman Kobuta to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was 
approved by the following vote:  

 
     Carried unanimously  
 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm 
 

 
      Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
      Paul Allena 
      Secretary   
 
 
  
 
 
 


