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BOROUGH OF SOMERVILLE 
COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

 
 
Monday, June 1, 2015 
7:00 P.M. 
LOCATION: COUNCIL CHAMBERS – POLICE HEADQUARTERS 
24 SOUTH BRIDGE STREET, SOMERVILLE, NJ 08876 

 

 
 

1. Roll Call 
 

2. Salute to the Flag 
  

3. Approval of Minutes 
a. May 18, 2015 

 
4. Departmental Reports & Important Notices 

a. Appraisal Report – 104 S. Bridge Street. 
 

5. Proclamations & Recognitions 
a. Ride to Work Day 

 
6. Discussion 

 
7. Committee Reports 

 
8. Meeting Open to the Public 

 
9. ORDINANCE FOR INTRODUCTION 

 
2470-15-0601  BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $886,530 FOR 

VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS AND PURPOSES FOR AND BY THE BOROUGH 
OF SOMERVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $376,704 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 
BOROUGH FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION 

 
10. CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 

(Resolutions 15-0601-192 thru 15-0601-205) 
 

 
15-0601-192 APPROVING CHAPTER 159 FOR STATE OF NEW JERSEY Clean Communities 

Grant 
 

15-0601-193 AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO ISSUE FUNDS FROM 
ESCROW ACCOUNT – VMD Associates LLC 

 
15-0601-194 APPROVING AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO ISSUE 

FUNDS FROM ESCROW ACCOUNT – Somerset Developers LLC 
 

15-0601-195 AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO ISSUE FUNDS FROM 
ESCROW ACCOUNT – JSM LANDMARK 

 
15-0601-196 AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES UPON 

THE REVIEW OF THE MUNICIPAL CLERK AND MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY 
 

15-0601-197  ACCEPTING THE 2014 ANNUAL AUDIT AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF 
THE GROUP AFFIDAVIT 

 
15-0601-198 APPROVING THE CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN FOR THE 2014 AUDIT 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
15-0601-199 APPROVING BLOCK PARTY ON CATALINA DRIVE BETWEEN SOUTH 

CADILLAC AND NORTH CADILLAC ON JULY 18, 2015 FROM 10:00 A.M. TO 
8:00 P.M.  

 
15-0601-200  AMENDING LANDLORD REGISTRATION BILLING 
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15-0601-201  CONDITIONALLY DESIGNATING STATION HOUSE, LLC AS REDEVELOPER 

FOR PROPERTY KNOWN AS TAX BLOCK 61, LOTS 4, 5, & 6.01 EAST 
CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT REDEVELOPMENT AREA FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF A RESIDENTIAL PROJECT 

 
15-0601-202 APPROVING THE RESCHEDULING OF THE IMMACULATA HIGH SCHOOL -

IMMACULATA CONCEPTION SCHOOL 5K RUN FROM JUNE 13, 2015 TO 
OCTOBER 17, 2015 

 
15-0601-203 APPROVING FUNDRAISING EVENT AT 55 NORTH MIDDAUGH STREET ON 

JUNE 3, 2015 FROM 7:00 P.M. TO 9:00 P.M. 
 
15-0601-204 APPROVING TAX REFUND FOR 10 NAGLE DRIVE DUE TO OVER PAYMENT 

 
15-0601-205 APPROVING AN APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY HISTORIC TRUST AND 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND MUNICIPAL CLERK TO EXECUTE ALL 
DOCUMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH SAID APPLICATION AND CONTRACT 
IF AWARDED 

 
 

11. BILLS AND VOUCHERS 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
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The first regular meeting of the Somerville Borough Council for the Month of June 2015  was 

convened on Monday, June 1, 2015 at 7:20 pm prevailing time in Borough Council Chambers 24 South 
Bridge Street, Somerville, New Jersey.   The meeting was delayed due to an extended executive 
session.  

 
Clerk-Administrator Sluka read the open pubic meeting statement and advised that the meeting 

was properly noticed in the newspaper and at Borough Hall.  
 

Upon call of the roll, the following Borough Council members were present: Mayor Brian Gallagher 
Presiding, Council President Jane Kobuta, Councilman Jason Kraska, Councilman Thompson Mitchell, 
Councilman Dennis Sullivan, Councilman Ken Utter and Councilman Robert Wilson.     

 
Also present was Borough Clerk-Administrator Kevin Sluka and Borough Attorney Jeremy 

Solomon.   
 
The pledge of allegiance was recited by those in attendance.  
 
 

The minutes of the May 18, 2015 meeting were presented in writing for approval.  
 
Councilman Utter made a motion and was seconded Councilwoman Kobuta to approve the 

minutes as presented.  The motion was approved by the following vote: 
      

Carried unanimously  
 
 

Mayor Gallagher introduced the new Borough Tax Assessor, Brett Trout.  He asked Brett for a few 
words on his background.  

 
Brett provided some background on his experience.  He is the “face of the tax bill”.  He is excited to 

be working in Somerville and he looks forward to meeting with the residents one on one as required.  
 

Committee Reports: 
 
 
 Councilman Sullivan reported on the donation of a new synthetic turf field at Brooks Field.   The 
funding for this was made possible by an anonymous donor.   
 
 Councilman Sullivan reminded properties owners to please consult with the Building Department 
before starting any projects.   They can determine if a permit is required.  
 
 Councilman Wilson commented on the PSEG program for low and moderate income citizen who 
may need help with their utility bills during the summer months.  
 
 Councilman Kraska thanked everyone for the success of the Memorial Day Bike Races.  
 

Councilman Kraska that he continues to work with the Somerset County Traffic Department on the 
Grove and Cliff Street intersection safety improvements.  

 
 Councilman Mitchell commented that Somerset County recently passed their 2015 budget with a      
2 ¼ % increase. 
 
 Councilman Mitchell reported the American Water will be holding an open house for workers on 
Thursday, June 4, 2015 at 75 Veteran’s Memorial Drive.  
 

Councilman Mitchell reported the next Hazardous Waste Drop-Off will be on Saturday, June 20, 
2015 from 9am-2pm in Franklin Township.  

 
Councilman Mitchell reported that Cat License are due for renewal during June 2015.  
 
Councilman Mitchell reported that he recently attended a program sponsored by CART (County 

Animal Rescue Team) 
 
 Councilman Utter extended his thanks to the CERT Team for their assistance with the recent 
Memorial Day Bicycle Races.  
 
 Councilman Utter reminded everyone of the upcoming Spring Street Fair on Sunday, June 7, 2015 
from 10am-5:00pm. 
 
 Councilman Utter reported on the Friday evening Classic Cruizers from 6:00pm-9:00pm. 
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 Councilman Utter reminded everyone that tomorrow was Primary Election Day.  The polls are open 
from 6:00am-8:00pm.  
 
 Councilman Utter reported that the Fire Museum had its final tour for school children on May 21, 
2015.   There have been a total of 130 students through the fire museum during the past school year.  
 
  Councilwoman Kobuta reported on the recent donation and planting of 20 cherry trees at Van 
Derveer School and the Middle School.  This was made possible by the Somerville Area Lyons Club.  
 
 Councilman Utter commented on the meet and greet tomorrow evening with the new Library 
Manager from 6:30pm-8:00pm.   
 
  
Open to the Public: 
 
 Mayor Gallagher opened the meeting to comments from the public. 
 
 There were no comments and the public session was closed.  
 
 
Ordinances:  
 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 2470-15-0601 
 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $886,530 FOR VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS 
AND PURPOSES FOR AND BY THE BOROUGH OF SOMERVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, 

NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $376,704 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 
BOROUGH FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION. 

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF SOMERVILLE, IN THE 
COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively 
concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1.  

The improvements described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance (the “Improvements”) are hereby 
authorized to be undertaken by the Borough of Somerville, New Jersey (the “Borough”) as general 
improvements.  For the said Improvements there is hereby appropriated the amount of $886,530, such sum 
includes the sums of (a) $490,000 expected to be received as a grant from the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation in connection with the improvement described in Section 3(a)(1) and (b) $19,826 as the 
down payment (the “Down Payment”) required by the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, 
constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended and supplemented (the “Local 
Bond Law”).  The Down Payment is now available by virtue of provision in one or more previously adopted 
budgets for down payments for capital improvement purposes.   

SECTION 2.  

In order to finance the cost of the Improvements not covered by application of the Down Payment, 
negotiable bonds of the Borough are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of $376,704 
pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bonds”).  In anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds 
and to temporarily finance said improvements or purposes, negotiable bond anticipation notes of the 
Borough are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount not exceeding $376,704 pursuant to the 
provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”).   

SECTION 3.  

(a) The Improvements hereby authorized and the purposes for which obligations are to be 
issued, the estimated cost of each Improvement and the appropriation therefor, the estimated maximum 
amount of bonds or notes to be issued for each Improvement and the period of usefulness of each 
improvement are as follows: 
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Improvements 

Appropriation 
and Estimated 

Cost 

Estimated 
Maximum Amount 
of Bonds or Notes 

Average 
Period of 

Usefulness 

1.  Improvements to various roads of the 
Borough, including but not limited to the 
improvements of Veterans Memorial Drive 
West - Phase 2 and Bell Avenue, by the 
reconstruction therein of a roadway pavement 
having a useful life or durability of at least 
equal to that of a Class A roadway (as defined 
in section 40A:2-22 of the Local Bond Law) 
including as required, concrete curbing, 
concrete sidewalk replacement, milling of 
pavement, drainage structures, micro 
surfacing, traffic calming, and resurfacing of 
various tertiary and secondary roadways, 
including all structures and appurtenances, 
work or materials necessary therefor or 
incidental thereto, all as shown on and in 
accordance with the plans and specifications 
thereon on file in the office of the Clerk and 
hereby approved. 

$840,000 $332,500 20 Years 

2.  Acquisition of equipment including but not 
limited to defibrillator and windows for Borough 
Hall. 

38,000 36,100 15 Years 

3.  Technology improvements, including but 
not limited to police server upgrades. 

8,530 8,104 5 Years 

TOTAL ALL PURPOSES $886,530 $376,704  

 

(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of financing 
a portion of the cost of the Improvements is $376,704.  

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvements is $886,530 which amount represents the initial 
appropriation made by the Borough.  The excess of the appropriations made for each of the Improvements 
over the estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes authorized to be issued therefor and grants 
expected to be received as stated above is the amount of the Down Payment. 

SECTION 4.  

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be determined by 
the municipal financial officer of the Borough (the “Municipal Financial Officer”); provided that no Note shall 
mature later than one year from its date.  The Notes shall bear interest at such rate or rates and be in such 
form as may be determined by the Municipal Financial Officer.  The Municipal Financial Officer shall 
determine all matters in connection with Notes issued pursuant to this ordinance, and the signature of the 
Municipal Financial Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive evidence as to all such determinations.  All 
Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the 
Local Bond Law.  The Municipal Financial Officer is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from 
time to time at public or private sale and to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment 
of the purchase price plus accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The Municipal 
Financial Officer is directed to report in writing to the Borough Council of the Borough at the meeting next 
succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made.  Such report 
must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule of the Notes sold, the 
price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 

SECTION 5.  

The capital budget of the Borough is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this 
ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated by the Local 
Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the 
Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey is 
on file with the Borough Clerk and is available for public inspection.   

SECTION 6.  

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 
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(a) The Improvements described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance are not current expenses, 
and are capital improvements or properties that the Borough may lawfully make or acquire as general 
improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on property specially 
benefited thereby.   

(b) The average period of usefulness of the Improvements, within the limitations of the Local 
Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for the several 
purposes, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds authorized by this 
bond ordinance, is 19.19 years.   

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly prepared 
and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been filed in the 
office of the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of 
New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the Borough, as defined in the Local Bond Law, 
is increased by the authorization of the Bonds and Notes provided in this bond ordinance by $376,704 and 
the obligations authorized herein will be within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law.   

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $225,000 for items of expense listed in and permitted 
under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the Improvements, as indicated 
herein. 

SECTION 7.  

Any funds received from time to time by the Borough as contributions in aid of financing the 
purposes described in Section 3 of this Ordinance shall be used for financing said Improvements by 
application thereof either to direct payment of the cost of said Improvements or to the payment or reduction 
of the authorization of the obligations of the Borough authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance.  Any such 
funds received may, and all such funds so received which are not required for direct payment of the cost of 
said Improvements shall, be held and applied by the Borough as funds applicable only to the payment of 
obligations of the Borough authorized by this Bond Ordinance.   

SECTION 8.  

The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the principal 
of and interest on the obligations authorized by this bond ordinance.  The obligations shall be direct, 
unlimited obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall be obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all 
the taxable property within the Borough for the payment of the obligations and the interest thereon without 
limitation of rate or amount.   

SECTION 9.  

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation Section 
1.150-2. The Borough reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the Improvements prior to the 
date that Borough incurs debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance.  The Borough reasonably expects to 
reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the Borough under this Bond 
Ordinance.  The maximum principal amount of debt expected to be issued for payment of the costs of the 
Improvements is $376,704. 

SECTION 10.  

This bond ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final adoption, as 
provided by the Local Bond Law.   

 
 
 Mayor Gallagher opened the meeting for comments on Ordinance 2470-15-0601.  
 
 There were no comments and the public portion was closed.  
 
 Councilman Sullivan made a motion and was seconded Councilman Mitchell to introduce Ordinance 
2470-15-0601.  
 
 Councilman Mitchell had a question regarding the installation of Belgium block for the streets  
 
 Councilman Sullivan replied that the policy has been that if more than 50% of the curbing is going to 
be replaced then the Borough goes with the Belgium block as the replacement material. 
 
 Clerk-Administrator Sluka commented that he would like to see the term concrete left in the 
Ordinance and the Borough would follow the policy when completing street rehabilitations.  
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 The motion was approved by the following vote:  
 
 

Ayes: Councilwoman Kobuta, Councilman Kraska,  
Councilman Mitchell, Councilman Sullivan,  
Councilman Utter, Councilman Wilson   
 

Nays:  None   
 
 
Resolutions:  

 The following consent resolutions were presented: 
 
 

RESOLUTION 15-0601-192 
 

APPROVING CHAPTER 159 FOR STATE OF NEW JERSEY  
Clean Communities Grant 

 
WHEREAS, NJSA 40A 4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may 
approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or municipality when such 
item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the 
adoption of the budget, and 
 
WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for an equal amount, 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville has received notice of an award of $23,555.28 from NJ Department 
of Environmental Protection-Clean Communities Grant and wishes to amend its 2015 Budget to include this 
amount as revenue. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Somerville hereby 
requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the amendment of an 
additional item of revenue in the budget of the year 2015 in the sum of……………….$ 23,555.28 
to be received from grants as revenue from: 
 
 Miscellaneous Revenues: 
  Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with  
  Prior Written Consent of the Director of Local 
  Government Services: 
   Public and Private Revenues off-set with 
   Appropriations: 
    NJDEP-Clean Communities 

Grant ………………        $23,555.28 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of…………         $ 23,555.28    
be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of: 
 
 General Appropriations: 
  Operations-Excluded from “CAPS” 
  Public and Private Programs Offset by Revenues: 
   NJDEP-Clean Communities Grant 
 

 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk of the Borough of Somerville forward two copies of 
this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services. 
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RESOLUTION 15-0601-193 

 
AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO ISSUE FUNDS FROM ESCROW ACCOUNT – VMD 

Associates LLC 
 
WHEREAS, the Land Use and Development Ordinance of the Borough of Somerville requires a 
performance guarantee deposit be made for various projects, and 
 
WHEREAS, a deposit was received from VMD Associates LLC and deposited into our Developers Escrow 
Account, and 
 
WHEREAS, Colin Driver has confirmed that $177.85 be paid to DeCotiis, FitzPatrick & Cole LLP 
(March/April 2015) for services rendered. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Finance Officer be instructed to issue a check in the 
amount listed above from the balance of the escrow deposit on file for VMD Associates LLC # 7762624976. 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION 15-0601-194 
 

AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO ISSUE FUNDS FROM ESCROW ACCOUNT – 
Somerset Developers LLC 

 
WHEREAS, the Land Use and Development Ordinance of the Borough of Somerville requires a 
performance guarantee deposit be made for various projects, and 
 
WHEREAS, a deposit was received from Somerset Developers LLC and deposited into our Developers 
Escrow Account, and 
 
WHEREAS, Colin Driver has confirmed that $166.26 be paid to DeCotiis, FitzPatrick & Cole LLP 
(March/April 2015) for services rendered. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Finance Officer be instructed to issue a check in the 
amount listed above from the balance of the escrow deposit on file for Somerset Developers LLC # 
7762624992. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 15-0601-195 
 

AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO ISSUE FUNDS FROM ESCROW ACCOUNT – JSM 
LANDMARK 

 
WHEREAS, the Land Use and Development Ordinance of the Borough of Somerville requires a 
performance guarantee deposit be made for various projects, and 
 
WHEREAS, a deposit was received from JSM Landmark and deposited into our Developers Escrow 
Account, and 
 
WHEREAS, Colin Driver has confirmed that $249.38 be paid to DeCotiis, FitzPatrick & Cole, LLP (April 
2015) for services rendered. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Finance Officer be instructed to issue a check in the 
amount listed above from the balance of the escrow deposit on file for JSM Landmark # 7760805585. 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION 15-0601-196 
 

AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES UPON THE REVIEW OF THE 
MUNICIPAL CLERK AND MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council at its regularly scheduled and executive Session meetings are required to 
maintain minutes of said meetings; and 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 10:4 approved minutes from executive sessions shall be made 
available; and 
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BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville, in the County of Somerset, State of 
New Jersey authorizes the Municipal Clerk is delegated the responsibility of releasing executive session 
minutes upon the approval of the Municipal Attorney. 

 
 
 

RESOLUTION 15-0601-197 
 

ACCEPTING THE 2014 ANNUAL AUDIT AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE GROUP AFFIDAVIT 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville received the Municipal Audit for year ended December 31, 2014 from 
the accounting firm of Suplee, Clooney & Company; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Municipal Clerk distributed the Audit on Friday, May 22, 2015 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville, in the County of Somerset, State of 
New Jersey Accepts the 2014 Annual Audit and the Municipal Clerk is authorized to have each elected official 
execute the Group Affidavit upon completion of their review. 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION 15-0601-198 
 

APPROVING THE CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN FOR THE 2014 AUDIT RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville received the Municipal Audit for year ended December 31, 2014 from 
the accounting firm of Suplee, Clooney & Company; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has prepared a Corrective Action Plan as follows; and 

CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN:  2014 Audit Recommendations 

 

Finding/Condition #1 

That all non-cash transactions and adjustments be recorded in the current fund general ledger. 

Implementation 

The Finance officer will work with auditor to bring the general ledger into compliance. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville, in the County of Somerset, State of 
New Jersey approves the Corrective Action Plan for the 2014 Audit and said Resolution shall be submitted to 
the Division of Local Government Services. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 15-0601-199 
 

APPROVING BLOCK PARTY ON CATALINA DRIVE BETWEEN SOUTH CADILLAC AND NORTH 
CADILLAC ON JULY 18, 2015 FROM 10:00 A.M. TO 8:00 P.M.  

 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville, in the County of Somerset, State of 
New Jersey authorizes block party on Catalina Drive between South Cadillac and North Cadillac on July 18, 
2015 from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. (barricades to be dropped off to 9 Catalina Drive on or before July 17, 2015) 

 
RESOLUTION 15-0601-200 

 
AMENDING LANDLORD REGISTRATION BILLING 

 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has advised that the following Landlord Registration fees should be amended 
as shown below, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Collector has requested that the Landlord Registration fees be amended. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Somerville, that the 
taxes shown below be amended and that the Collector be and is hereby authorized to adjust her records 
accordingly: 
 
Block/Lot Year Amount    Location        Homeowner           Reason 
   7     3         2015    $100.     509 E Main Sobolewski          as per F Vuoso 
153   13    2015      $100.     80 Prospect Vonspreckelsen   as per F Vuoso 
 
  66   24   2015      $125.     21 N Gaston No Gaston Ave Inc.     Paid Manually 
 141   4          2015      $125.     5 Prospect        New        Paid Manually 
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RESOLUTION 15-0601-201 
 

CONDITIONALLY DESIGNATING STATION HOUSE, LLC AS REDEVELOPER FOR PROPERTY KNOWN 
AS TAX BLOCK 61, LOTS 4, 5, & 6.01 EAST CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT REDEVELOPMENT AREA 

FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A RESIDENTIAL PROJECT 
 
WHEREAS, tax block 61, lots 4, 5, & 6.01 (the properties) are located in the East Central Business District 
Redevelopment Area (“Redevelopment Area”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville (“the Borough”) is desirous of the redevelopment of this block and 
lots for reuse consistent with the Boroughs Master Plan and Redevelopment Plan for  the redevelopment 
area, adopted on December 3, 2012 as amended; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough will enter into a Redevelopment Agreement with Station House LLC and/or an 
urban renewal entity to be determined by July 31, 2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, the properties are privately owned and vacant land; and  
 
WHEREAS, Station House, LLC made a presentation to the Redevelopment Committee regarding its 
concept proposal to develop a residential project on the properties; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposal has been found consistent with the Boroughs goals for redeveloping the area;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Somerville that it hereby extends 
the conditional designation as redeveloper to Station House, LLC, 313 Route 206, Suite #9 Chester, NJ 
07930 for the redevelopment of Tax Block 61, Lots 4, 5 & 6.01, located in the East Central Business District 
Redevelopment Area, for a residential project, the detail of which is subject to further refinement. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said extension of the conditional designation as redeveloper is subject 
to the following conditions: 

 
1. That the conditional designation is limited to a period of one hundred and twenty (120) days 

from the date of this Resolution at which time it will automatically expire and be of no further 
force and effect, and the parties will no longer have any obligation to the other, except as to 
final payment of any Borough costs under the Escrow Agreement required herein.  The 
Borough may, in its sole discretion, extend and re-extend the conditional designation 
provided sufficient progress is being in negotiation of a redevelopment agreement, which 
determination is at the sole discretion of the Borough and which extension must be in the 
form of a duly adopted resolution of the Borough Council. 

2. That Station House, LLC or an affiliated urban renewal entity and the Borough shall negotiate 
and agree upon the terms and conditions of a redevelopment agreement within the period of 
the conditional designation, as such period may be extended by the Borough in its sole 
discretion. 
 

3. That Station House, LLC agrees to pay any and all costs incurred by the Borough from the 
date of the conditional designation to execution of a redevelopment agreement or termination 
of the redeveloper designation, as set forth herein 

 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon completion of negotiations on a redevelopment agreement, the 
Borough Council shall be required to review and authorize execution of any and all related documents in 
order to effectuate the completion and implementation of this project. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 
 

RESOLUTION 15-0601-202 
 

APPROVING THE RESCHEDULING OF THE IMMACULATA HIGH SCHOOL -IMMACULATA 
CONCEPTION SCHOOL 5 K RUN FROM JUNE 13, 2015 TO OCTOBER 17, 2015 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville, in the County of Somerset, State of 
New Jersey hereby approves the rescheduling of the Immaculata High School – Immaculata Conception 
School 5 K Run from June 13, 2015 to October 17, 2015 all times and route remains the same. 
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RESOLUTION 15-0601-204 

 
APPROVING TAX REFUND FOR 10 NAGLE DRIVE DUE TO OVER PAYMENT 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville, in the County of Somerset, State of 
New Jersey approves tax refund in the amount of $2,514.07 for 10 Nagle Drive, Block 85, Lot 24 due to 
overpayment 
 

RESOLUTION 15-0601-205 
 

APPROVING AN APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY HISTORIC TRUST 
 AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND MUNICIPAL CLERK TO EXECUTE  

ALL DOCUMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH SAID APPLICATION AND 
 CONTRACT IF AWARDED 

 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Somerville desires to further Historic Preservation through a 
grant from the New Jersey Historic Trust, State of New Jersey, in the amount of $ 46,360 with a total project 
cost of $77,267 for the Window Restoration Project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Somerville authorizes Brian Gallagher, Mayor and Kevin 
Sluka, Municipal Clerk to sign the appropriate assurances and acknowledge the certification above and if 
awarded to execute a grant agreement with the State of New Jersey in an amount up to that awarded for the 
proposed project and to seal the grant agreement: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the persons who names, titles and signatures appear below are authorized to sign the 
application, and that they or their successors in said titles are authorized to sign the agreement and any other 
documents in connection herewith: 

 
 

RESOLUTION 15-0601-206 
 

APPOINTING KEVIN SLUKA AS TEMPORARY CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 
WHEREAS, a vacancy has occurred in the position of Chief Financial Officer; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Somerville seeks approval to make a temporary 
appointment of Kevin Sluka to the position of Chief Financial Officer; and 
 
WHEREAS, Kevin Sluka holds a Registered Municipal Clerk (RMC) License; Qualified Purchasing Agent 
(QPA) License, Certified Public Works Manager (CPWM) License and has completed two (2) of the Certified 
Municipal Finance Officers (CMFO) courses; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Somerville is conducting interviews for said position but 
seeks such temporary appointment for the purposes of continuity of government operations: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville, County of Somerset, State of New 
Jersey hereby approve Kevin Sluka as the temporary Chief Financial Officer and authorizes this resolution to 
be sent to the Jersey Department of Community Affairs as required by statute. 

 
 
 Councilman Utter made a motion and was seconded Councilwoman Kobuta to approve the 
aforementioned consent resolutions.   
 
 The motion was approved by the following vote:  
 
 

Ayes: Councilwoman Kobuta, Councilman Kraska,  
Councilman Mitchell, Councilman Sullivan,  
Councilman Utter, Councilman Wilson   
 

Nays:  None   
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The following resolution was presented:  
 

RESOLUTION 15-0601-203 
 

APPROVING FUNDRAISING EVENT AT 55 NORTH MIDDAUGH STREET ON  
JUNE 3, 2015 FROM 7:00 P.M. TO 9:00 P.M. 

 
WHEREAS, the Coppola Brothers Construction in coordination with Hearts Works, a not for profit corporation is 
proving renovations to 55 North Middaugh Street; and 
 
WHEREAS, an opportunity has arisen that will enable additional fundraising to take place to pay for some of 
the renovations to the home; and 
 
WHEREAS, on June 3, 2015, a fundraising music concert will be performed at the rear of the property on June 
3, 2015 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.; and 
 
WHEREAS, the event coordinator is responsible for notifying the residents of said event; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Emergency Services of Somerville have been notified by the Administrator of said event and 
advised to contact the event coordinator to discuss the event and emergency service needs: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville, in the County of Somerset, State of 
New Jersey approves a concert to be conducted in the rear property of 55 North Middaugh Street on June 3, 
2015 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

 
 Councilman Utter made a motion and was seconded Councilwoman Kobuta to approve the 
aforementioned resolution. 
 
 Councilman Sullivan asked why the Borough was approving an event that was being held on private 
property.  
 
 Clerk-Administrator replied that this is a short notice event which the Borough would normally 
request that it is conducted at a public venue.   The emergency services have been notified and will be 
monitoring the event for any problems.  
 
 The motion was approved by the following vote:  
 
 

Ayes: Councilwoman Kobuta, Councilman Kraska,  
Councilman Mitchell, Councilman Sullivan,  
Councilman Utter, Councilman Wilson   
 

Nays:  None   
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 Councilman Sullivan, Finance Chairman presented the following vouchers for approval: 
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Councilman Sullivan made a motion and was seconded by Councilman Mitchell to approve the 
aforementioned vouchers. 
 

The motion was approved by the following vote:  
 

Ayes: Councilwoman Kobuta, Councilman Kraska,  
Councilman Mitchell, Councilman Sullivan 
Councilman Utter, Councilman Wilson   
 

    Nays:  None   
 
  At this time, there being no further business, Councilman Sullivan made a motion and was 
seconded by Councilwoman Kobuta to adjourn the meeting.     

 
The motion was approved by the following vote:  Carried unanimously  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50pm.   

 
           Respectfully submitted,  
 
           Paul Allena 
           Secretary    


