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COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
 

1. Roll Call 
 

2. Salute to the Flag 
  

3. Departmental Reports & Important Notices 
a. December 2015 Parking Summons Report 

 
4. Committee Reports 

 
5. Meeting Open to the Public 

 
6. CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 

 
(Resolutions 16-0111-028 thru 15-0111-033) 
  
16-0111-028 APPROVING A WALK SPONSORED BY ADVENTIST CHURCH 

UTILIZING THE SIDEWALK ON MAIN STREET ON APRIL 16, 2016 
AT3:00P.M.PROCEEDING FROM 41 NORTH MIDDAUGH STREET TO 
GROVE STREET AND RETURNING 

 
16-0111-029 APPROVING NEW TAXI DRIVER LICENSE FOR PATRICK WATSON 
 
16-0111-030   AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A GRANT WITH THE COUNTY OF 

SOMERSET FOR THE 2016-2017 NEW JERSEY GOVERNOR’S 
COUNCIL ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE ALLIANCE FUNDING 

 
16-0111-031 AWARDING A CONTRACT TO B & B DISPOSAL, LLC, FOR 

COLLECTION OF SOLID WASTE FOR A THREE YEAR CONTRACT 
AND TWO CONSECTIVE ONE YEAR OPTIONS FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT 
OF FIVE YEARS FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF $1,160,000 

 
16-0111-032 AWARDING A CONTRACT TO DESANTIS CONSTRUCTION, INC., FOR 

NORTH CADILLAC DRIVE IMPROVEMENTS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$89,291.49 

 
16-0111-033 AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACT TO THE 

LAW OFFICES OF ROBERT SMITH TO PERFORM LEGAL SERVICES 

 
 
 

7. BILLS AND VOUCHERS 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
Kevin Sluka 
Municipal Clerk 
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The second regular meeting of the Somerville Borough Council for the Month of January 2016  

was convened on Monday, January 11, 2016 at 7:05pm prevailing time in Borough Council Chambers 24 
South Bridge Street, Somerville, New Jersey.   

 
Clerk-Administrator Sluka read the open pubic meeting statement and advised that the meeting 

was properly noticed in the newspaper and at Borough Hall.  
 

Upon call of the roll, the following Borough Council members were present: Mayor Brian Gallagher 
Presiding, Council President Steve Peter,  Councilwoman Jane Kobuta, Councilman Jason Kraska, 
Councilman Thompson Mitchell, Councilman Dennis Sullivan, and Councilman Ken Utter.        

 
Also present were Borough Clerk-Administrator Kevin Sluka and Borough Attorney Jeremy 

Solomon.   
 

The pledge of allegiance was recited by those in attendance.   
 
 

Committee Reports: 
 
 Councilman Sullivan reported that the Finance Committee continues to review the 2016 Capital 
Budget.  They hope to have a tentative draft to present at the February 1, 2016 meeting.  
 
 Councilman Sullivan reported that the 2016 Operating Budget is also starting to be reviewed. They 
need to keep the budget at the 2% cap. 
 
 Councilman Sullivan commented on the new garbage contract being approved this evening. He 
encouraged residents to continue to recycle to help reduce our tipping fees.  
 
 Councilman Utter reported that on the recent Somerville Business and Professional Meeting on 
January 5, 2016.  The Senior Craft Fair will be held on April 24, 2016  
 
 Councilman Utter reported on the $1000 music scholarship being offered by the SBPA.  
 
 Councilman Utter reported total EMS Call for December 2015 of 179 and total calls of 2,125 for 
2015.   
 
 Councilman Kraska reported that Carol Pager Park renovations are continuing on schedule.  
 
 Councilman Kraska reported on a recent $5,000 grant for the Youth Services Commission.  
 
 Councilman Kraska reported on an upcoming webinar regarding the Morristown Medical Center tax 
case.  
 
 Councilman Mitchell reported on need for business owners to file their 2015 recycling tonnage report 
by March 1, 2016.   
 
 Councilman Mitchell reported on the availability of Radon Testing Kits from the County Health 
Department at 27 Warren Street.    
 
 Councilman Mitchell reported that Paul Alena will be serving on the Communications Task Force 
Committee for Sustainable New Jersey.  
  
 Councilwoman Kobuta had no report at this time.  
 
 Councilman Peter reminded everyone to remove their cars from the streets in the event of a 
snowfall.  
  
 
Open to the Public: 
 
 At this time Mayor Gallaher opened the meeting to comments from the public.  
 
 Luc Sergile, 40 Steele Ave, Somerville, asked for the time line for Carol Pager Park renovations.  
 
 Councilman Kraska commented that they are in the final stages for completing the landscaping and 
sidewalk.   This is all weather permitted and should be completed right after the winter in time for spring use.   
 

There were no comments and the open session was closed.  
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Resolutions:  

 The following consent resolutions were presented: 
 

RESOLUTION 16-0111-028 
 

APPROVING A WALK SPONSORED BY ADVENTIST CHURCH UTILIZING THE SIDEWALK ON MAIN 
STREET ON APRIL 16, 2016 AT 3:00 P.M.PROCEEDING FROM 41 NORTH MIDDAUGH STREET TO 

GROVE STREET AND RETURNING 
 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville, in the County of Somerset, State of 
New Jersey authorizes a walk sponsored by the Adventist Church located at 41 N. Middaugh Street which will 
utilize the sidewalk on Main Street starting at the Church and proceeding to Grove Street and returning. 

 
 

RESOLUTION 16-0111-029 
 

APPROVING NEW TAXI DRIVER LICENSE FOR PATRICK WATSON 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville, in the County of Somerset, State of 
New Jersey approves new Taxi Driver License for Patrick Watson 

 
 

RESOLUTION 16-0111-030 
 

AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A GRANT WITH THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET FOR THE 2016-2017 
NEW JERSEY GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE ALLIANCE FUNDING 

 
WHEREAS, the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse established the Municipal Alliance for the 
prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse in 1989 to educate and engage residents, local governments, and 
law enforcement officials, schools, nonprofit organizations, parents, youth and other allies in efforts to prevent 
alcoholism and drug abuse in communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville in the County of Somerset, State of New jersey does hereby recognize 
that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious issue in our society amongst persons of all ages and therefore 
has an established and active Municipal Alliance Committee; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public officials but 
upon the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in our community; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and 
drug Abuse through the County of Somerset; and 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville, County of Somerset, State of New 
Jersey  hereby authorizes the submission of a grant application and strategic plan for the Municipal Alliance 
grant for the fiscal year 2016- 2017 in the amount of : 
 
DEDR $11,029.36 
Cash match $2,757.34 
In-Kind $8,272.02 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville acknowledges the terms and 
conditions for administering the Municipal Alliance Grant including the administrative compliance and audit 
requirements, 
 
Adopted by the Borough Council on January 11, 2016 
 
 

RESOLUTION 16-0111-031 
 

AWARDING A CONTRACT TO B & B DISPOSAL, LLC FOR COLLECTION OF SOLID WASTE FOR A 
THREE YEAR CONTRACT AND TWO CONSECTIVE ONE YEAR OPTIONS FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF 

FIVE YEARS FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF $1,160,000 
 
WHEREAS, on October 19, 2015 Borough of Somerville  published a Notice to Bidders seeking bids to enter 
into a contract for collection of solid waste to be taken on December 18, 2015; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville issued an addendum which was published on December 14, 2015 that 
amended the specifications and changed the bid date to December 23, 2015; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville accepted five (5) bids on December 23, 2015 as published; and 
 
WHEREAS, B & B Disposal, 470 Hillside Avenue, Hillside New Jersey was the lowest responsible bidder in the 
amount as follows:  
Year 1- $230,000 
Year 2- $231,000 
Year 3- $232,000 
Year 4- $233,000 
Year 5-$234,000; and 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville, County of Somerset, State of New 
Jersey  hereby awards a contract to B & B Disposal 470 Hillside Avenue, Hillside New Jersey was the lowest 
responsible bidder in the amount as follows: Year 1- $230,000; Year 2- $231,000 Year 3- $232,000; 
Year 4- $233,000; Year 5-$234,000 for a total amount of $1,160,000. 
 
Adopted by the Borough Council on January 11, 2016 
 
 

RESOLUTION 16-0111-033 
 

AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACT 
 TO THE LAW OFFICES OF ROBERT SMITH TO PERFORM LEGAL SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville has a need to acquire legal services to serve as Prosecutor for the 
Borough as a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 or 20.5 as 
appropriate and the Borough of Somerville ordinance regulating pay to play and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Business Administrator has determined and certified in writing that the value of the contract 
may exceed $17,500; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the term of this contract is for one year; and 
 
WHEREAS, Law Offices of Robert Smith has submitted a full proposal for legal services to serve as 
Municipal Prosecutor,  along with Political Contribution Disclosure and Business Entity Disclosure fulfilling 
the requirements to enable an attorney from the Law Offices of Robert Smith to provide such services; and   
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Somerville of the authorizes the Administrator 
to enter into a contract with Law Office of Robert Smith as described herein; and, 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Political Contribution 
Disclosure Form be placed on file with this resolution. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough of Somerville, County of Somerset, State of New 
Jersey as follows: 

 
1. A professional services contract with Law Offices of Robert Smith is hereby authorized 

 
2. The Mayor and Clerk are authorized to sign a contract with the Law offices of Robert Smith to 

perform legal services and an attorney from the firm shall be appointed Municipal Prosecutor 
08648 in accordance with the following terms and conditions: 

 
A.  Term: A period of not to exceed 12 months or for length of 

project 
B.  Rate: $20,000 Annually 
C.  Services: The firm shall provide professional engineering services 
 

3. The Borough Clerk in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i), is directed to 
publish a notice once in the Official Newspaper stating the nature, duration, service and amount 
of this contract. 

 
4. The Borough Clerk shall make copies of this resolution available for public inspection at the 

Municipal Building, 25 West End Avenue, Somerville, NJ during regular business hours. 
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RESOLUTION 16-0111-034 

 
APPROVING A UTILITY EASEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF SOMERVILLE AND THE COUNTY 

OF SOMERSET AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND MUNICIPAL CLERK TO EXECUTE FOR 
CROSSING OF EAST HIGH STREET BETWEEN BLOCK 60, LOT 5 AND BLOCK 71, LOT 28 

 
NOW THEREFOERE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Somerville hereby approve a utility easement 
with the County of Somerset to all utility conduits across east High Street between Block 60 Lot 5 and Block 
71, Lot 28 

 
 

Councilwoman Kobuta made a motion and was seconded by Councilman Peter to approve the 
aforementioned consent resolutions.    

 
The motion was approved by the following vote:  

 
Ayes:  Councilwoman Kobuta, Councilman Kraska,  

Councilman Mitchell, Councilman Peter, 
Councilman Sullivan, Councilman Utter 

Nays:  None  
 
 

RESOLUTION 16-0111-032 
 

AWARDING A CONTRACT TO DESANTIS CONSTRUCTION, INC., FOR NORTH CADILLAC DRIVE 
IMPROVEMENTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $89,291.49 

 
WHEREAS, on October 19, 2015 Borough of Somerville published a Notice to Bidders seeking bids to enter 
into a contract for North Cadillac Improvements on January 7, 2016; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Somerville accepted eight (8) bids on January 7, 2016 as published; and 
 
WHEREAS, DeSantis Construction, Inc., 491 Elizabeth Avenue, Somerset, NJ 08873 was the lowest 
responsible bidder in the amount of $89,291.49; and 
 
WHEREAS, Michael Cole of Cole and Associates and Kevin Sluka, RMC, QPA reviewed the bid and 
recommends the award: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Borough Council of the Borough of Somerville, County of Somerset, State of New 
Jersey hereby awards a contract to DeSantis Construction, Inc., 491 Elizabeth Avenue, Somerset, NJ 08873 in 
the amount of $89,291.49 
 

Councilman Utter made a motion and was seconded by Councilman Mitchell to approve the 
aforementioned resolution.    

 
Councilman Sullivan asked to ensure that a Public Meeting is held as a part of this road 

construction.  
 
Clerk-Administrator Sluka replied that this was part of the bid specifications.  
 
The motion was approved by the following vote:  

 
Ayes:  Councilwoman Kobuta, Councilman Kraska,  

Councilman Mitchell, Councilman Peter, 
Councilman Sullivan, Councilman Utter 

Nays:  None  
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Councilman Sullivan, Finance presented the following vouchers for approval:  
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Councilman Sullivan made a motion and was seconded by Councilman Mitchell to approve the 
aforementioned vouchers. 

 
The motion was approved by the following vote:  

 
Ayes:  Councilwoman Kobuta, Councilman Kraska,  

Councilman Mitchell, Councilman Peter, 
Councilman Sullivan, Councilman Utter 

Nays:  None  
 
 
  At this time, there being no further business, Councilman Sullivan made a motion and was 
seconded by Councilman Mitchell to adjourn the meeting.     
 

Carried unanimously  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20pm.   

 
         Respectfully submitted,  
 
         Paul Alena, Secretary   
        


