
Borough of Somerville 
Environmental Commission 
Minutes of March 11, 2014 Meeting 

 
Meeting was called to order at 7:40 PM by Chairman Gina Stravic 
 
Roll Call:   Gina Stravic, Vijay Tulsiani, Timothy Hayes, Katherine Hughes, Larry Cleveland, Tara St. Angelo, 
& Granville Brady, Jr., Thompson Mitchell, Counsel Liaison. 
 
Excused: Harry James, Jr. 
 
Guests:  Heather Desko-Water Protection Specialist; Cameron Black, NJ Watershed Ambassador; Joe 
David, Central Jersey Stream Team representative  
 

1. Minutes of the February 11, 2014 meeting were approved. 
2. Communications—None 
3. Old Business 

a.  Sewer plans for Southside area were discussed. Manholes in Chambers Park were 
sealed shut to prevent overflow. Construction of mediation portion of the plan has been 
delayed due to the weather. There is no specific timetable for ACL beyond 5 years but 
Borough is working on I&I study. 

b. Kiosk in Exchange Field update—Roberta Harmon continues to monitor and help 
maintain the Kiosk. 

c. Community Management Plan was submitted and approved by Council. 
 

4.  New Business 
a.  Guest Heather Desko gave a rain barrel presentation. Total of 157 barrels distributed 

with 137 of them in town. Response so good in Somerville that town will be highlighted 
in new phase of rain barrel workshops with $40 rebate participants that purchase rain 
barrels for home use. All Regional Center partnership towns are invited. Workshop 
dates posted on Borough website. 

b. Cameron Black, watershed ambassador & Joe David explained their group offers 
cleanup of Raritan River at Peters Brook greenway and the Raritan greenway. Larry 
suggested that we alert DPW to coordinate their efforts for the Cleanup day. 
Commission voted to have the cleanup incorporated with Borough wide cleanup on 
April 26. 

c. ANJEC Open Space Grant application was prepared by Gina and will be submitted for 
approval. Grant is for $1500 with promise from EC of in-kind contribution.  Goal of grant 
is to engage the community through visual presentations highlighting the work done to 
improve the environment. 

d. Rain Garden—discussion about suitable sites for rain gardens. Heather will work on 
locations and support from Commission to plant rain gardens.  Area discussed included 
Vanderveer School front detention basin. 

e. Tree ordinance in DSA area. Planning Board rejected DSA’s list of suitable trees to 
replace street trees on Main Street when the time comes. Larry reiterated that neither 
the DSA nor the Planning Board is going to replace all the trees at once. Vijay reported 
that he and Tom Auffanorde surveyed the Main Street trees (mostly Honey Locust) in 



2013 and found that all of them were in good condition. Katherine Hughes presented a 
list of suitable street trees for an urban setting as follows: 

i. Honey Locust 
ii. Kentucky Coffee tree 

iii. Japanese Pagoda tree 
iv. Sweet Gum (fruitless variety) 

Commission unanimously approved the list and asked Katherine to prepare a report to 
be sent to the Planning Board by March 26. 
 
 

f.  Sustainable New Jersey application us in process and could be submitted in June.  The 
Green Team was reported by Councilman Mitchell to consist of Gina Stravic, Kevin Sluka, 
Roberta Harmon and Tim Hayes at this time. Others may be appointed. 

g. Somerset Garden Club grant of $800 would pay for 2 trees at the gazebo on corner of 
Bridge and William Streets. Gina will follow up with Tom Auffanorde. 

h. Bicycle Racks Since Pete Hendershot is on sick leave, Kevin Sluka is point person for 
DPW.  Temporary per diem foreman was hired and we will ask about having the racks 
put up at Exchange Field and Park Avenue Park. 

i. Arbor Day Planting is set for cleanup fay, April 26. 
j. Demond Place Tree replanting-Discussion about the need for street trees especially on 

Demond Place. Commission was concerned that Council approved donation of trees to 
New Cemetery.  Commission voted unanimously to send a letter to Council about the 
matter with request for funding to replant Demond Place trees. 

k. Homeowner Tree Seedlings-state has hoard of seedlings that can be distributed to 
homeowners. Gina will follow up with tom Auffanorde about procedure to obtain the 
seedlings. Will probably coordinate again with the Girl Scouts. 

 
5.  Planning Board-Larry had no formal report.  

a. BOE plans to expand parking lot at Vanderveer and will present a courtesy review to 
Planning Board. Public bodies do not need Planning Board approvals 

b. There is discussion about conducting a redevelopment study on the north side of Main 
Street from Davenport to Doughty. 

6.  Adjournment—Meeting Adjourned at 10:04 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
Granville Y. Brady, Jr., Secretary 
 
CC: Kevin Sluka, Mayor & Council as distributed 


